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Context

The delivery of influenza vaccination
programs in 2009 required rapid planning and
implementation. Considerable uncertainty
arose regarding the timing of H1IN1 and
seasonal influenza vaccines when, in mid-
October 2009, the preliminary release of
unpublished Canadian research indicated
that people who received the seasonal flu
vaccine the previous year were twice as
likely to get the H1N1 virus." In response,
many Canadian jurisdictions modified their
seasonal flu vaccination strategies.

The Public Health Agency of Canada
commissioned independent researchers to
look at the data, and the World Health
Organization is currently consulting
international experts who are investigating
their own data for any similarities. Currently,
data from the US, Australia, and Europe have
not supported the same claim. Conversely, a
retrospective Mexican study, published in the
British Medical Journal, found that the
seasonal flu vaccine may help protect
individuals against H1N1.2 Another recent US
study also noted the value of exposure to the
seasonal flu vaccine or seasonal flu infection
in providing protection from the H1N1 virus.?

At the beginning of November, the Canadian
National Advisory Committee on
Immunization published the recommendation
that immunization for seasonal flu should be
offered as soon as possible and that both the
seasonal and H1N1 vaccines could be
administered concurrently.*

Objective

What are the strategies employed by
Canadian jurisdictions with regard to the
deployment of seasonal and H1N1 flu
vaccination programs?

Findings

The purpose of this report is to provide
information regarding the seasonal and H1N1
vaccination programs currently offered in
Canadian jurisdictions. The following
question will be addressed:

The H1N1 flu vaccine is available to everyone
who needs and wants it in each province and
territory. Almost all provinces and territories
have opened up their HIN1 flu vaccination
programs to the general public, after
completing the vaccination of high-risk
groups.

Most jurisdictions initiated their seasonal flu
vaccine programs in October, mainly to
elderly people but also to some other high-
risk groups. Some jurisdictions intend to
open their seasonal flu immunization
programs to the general public after the
H1N1 vaccination program is complete. In
one province (Quebec), the seasonal flu
vaccine will be introduced for the first time
after the H1N1 vaccination program has been
fully delivered. Table 1 provides a summary
of jurisdictional programs.

Eight provinces and territories have
permitted the concurrent administration of
both the seasonal and H1N1 flu vaccines:
British Columbia,’ Alberta,® Manitoba,’
Ontario,® Nova Scotia,’ Newfoundland and
Labrador, Nunavut,’® and Yukon." The
seasonal flu vaccine programs were delivered
in each of these jurisdictions in October
before the availability of the H1N1 flu
vaccine. At the time of the release of the
H1N1 flu vaccine, some of these jurisdictions
temporarily suspended the delivery of their
seasonal flu vaccine programs, but have
subsequently resumed the service. In
Ontario, the seasonal flu vaccine program
was temporarily disrupted while the H1N1
vaccine was administered to high-risk
groups. '
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As of December 3, 2009, the seasonal and
H1N1 flu vaccines were being administered
concurrently in Ontario.®

Although Newfoundland and Labrador has
recently permitted the concurrent
administration of both the seasonal and H1N1
vaccination programs, this has not yet been
the practice in this province.

Three jurisdictions introduced the seasonal
flu vaccine in October to individuals
identified as being most at risk of serious
complications: Saskatchewan, Prince
Edward Island, and the Northwest
Territories. ' Following the completion of the
H1N1 mass vaccination program, the seasonal
flu vaccine programs will be resumed for
remaining high-risk groups. Some of these

jurisdictions are expanding their seasonal flu
programs to include the general public.

New Brunswick started delivering its seasonal
flu vaccine program in October to individuals
identified by the province to be most at risk
of serious complications.'® The province
exhausted its supply of the seasonal flu
vaccine in October'” and, subsequently, will
not be resuming the program after the
completion of the H1N1 mass vaccination
program.'®

Quebec in the only jurisdiction that has
postponed the administration of the seasonal
flu vaccine until January 2010, following the
complete delivery of the HIN1 mass
vaccination program.19

Table 1: Seasonal Flu Immunization Programs

Concurrent delivery of seasonal and
H1N1 vaccine

British Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, Nova
Scotia, Nunavut, Yukon, Newfoundland and Labrador

Interrupted delivery of seasonal flu

Saskatchewan, Prince Edward Island, Northwest

vaccine (until the full delivery of the
H1N1 program)

vaccine (during the H1N1 vaccine Territories
campaign)
Postponed delivery of seasonal flu Quebec

Knowledge Gaps

The results of this report are based on a
limited literature search and on personal
communications with Canadian health care
officials. As such, the comprehensiveness of
this report cannot be guaranteed. This report
is based on information gathered as of
December 3, 2009, and may not reflect the
most current information.

Conclusion

The H1N1 flu vaccine is available to all
Canadians and is administered in each
jurisdiction. High-priority groups are
receiving the vaccine first, followed by the
general public.

The seasonal flu vaccine is available in most,
but not all, jurisdictions. Some provinces are

immunizing only high-risk groups. British
Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nunavut, and Yukon have permitted the
concurrent delivery of both the seasonal and
H1N1 flu vaccines. Saskatchewan, Prince
Edward Island, and the Northwest Territories
interrupted the delivery of their seasonal flu
vaccines during the implementation of the
H1N1 vaccine program. These provinces
intend to resume delivery of the seasonal flu
vaccine program once the H1N1 vaccine
schedule is complete. New Brunswick will not
be resuming its program, because it has
already exhausted its supply of the vaccine.

Quebec has postponed its seasonal flu
vaccine program until the HIN1 program has
been fully delivered.
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CADTH takes sole responsibility for the final form
and content of this environmental scan. The
statements and conclusions in this environmental
scan are those of CADTH.

Production of this report is made possible by
financial contributions from Health Canada, and
the governments of Alberta, British Columbia,
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and
Labrador, Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia,
Nunavut, Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, and
Yukon. The Canadian Agency for Drugs and
Technologies in Health takes sole responsibility for
the final form and content of this report. The views
expressed herein do not necessarily represent the
views of Health Canada or any provincial or
territorial government.
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Disclaimer: The Environmental Scanning Service is an
information service for those involved in planning and
providing health care in Canada. Environmental
Scanning Service responses are based on a limited
literature search and are not comprehensive,
systematic reviews. The intent is to provide
information on a topic that CADTH could identify using
all reasonable efforts within the time allowed.
Environmental Scanning Service responses should be
considered along with other types of information and
health care considerations. The information included
in this response is not intended to replace professional
medical advice nor should it be construed as a
recommendation for or against the use of a particular
health technology. Readers are also cautioned that a
lack of good quality evidence does not necessarily
mean a lack of effectiveness, particularly in the case
of new and emerging health technologies for which
little information can be found but that may in future
prove to be effective. While CADTH has taken care in
the preparation of the report to ensure that its
contents are accurate, complete, and up to date,
CADTH does not make any guarantee to that effect.
CADTH is not liable for any loss or damages resulting
from use of the information in the report. Copyright:
This report contains CADTH copyright material. It may
be copied and used for non-commercial purposes,
provided that attribution is given to CADTH. Links: This
report may contain links to other information available
on the websites of third parties on the Internet.
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