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Research Questions 

1. What is the clinical evidence regarding the use of the Australian Model of Rural 

Palliative Care for adult patients in rural, remote or northern settings? 

2. What are the evidence-based guidelines regarding the use of the Australian Model of 

Rural Palliative Care for adult patients in rural, remote or northern settings? 

Key Findings 

No relevant literature was identified regarding the Australian Model of Rural Palliative Care 

for adult patients in rural, remote, or northern settings.  

Methods 

A limited literature search was conducted on key resources including PubMed, CINAHL, the 

Cochrane Library, University of York Centre for Reviews and Dissemination (CRD) 

databases, Canadian and major international health technology agencies, as well as a 

focused Internet search. No methodological filters were applied to limit retrieval to study 

type. Where possible, retrieval was limited to the human population. The search was also 

limited to English language documents published between January 1, 2008 and August 29, 

2018. Internet links were provided, where available. 

Selection Criteria 

One reviewer screened citations and selected studies based on the inclusion criteria 

presented in Table 1. 

Table 1: Selection Criteria 

Population Adult palliative care patients in rural, remote, or northern settings 

Intervention Australian Model of Rural Palliative Care 

Comparators Q1: No comparator; 
      Other models of care 
Q2: No comparator 

Outcomes Q1: Clinical effectiveness 
Q2: Guidelines 

Study Designs Health technology assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, randomized controlled trials, non-
randomized studies, evidence-based guidelines 
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Results 

Rapid Response reports are organized so that the higher quality evidence is presented first. 

Therefore, health technology assessment reports, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses 

are presented first. These are followed by randomized controlled trials, non-randomized 

studies, and evidence-based guidelines.  

No relevant health technology assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, 

randomized controlled trials, non-randomized studies, or evidence-based guidelines were 

identified regarding the Australian Model of Rural Palliative Care for adult patients in rural, 

remote, or northern settings. 

References of potential interest are provided in the appendix. 

Overall Summary of Findings 

No relevant literature was identified regarding the Australian Model of Rural Palliative Care 

for adult patients in rural, remote, or northern settings; therefore, no summary can be 

provided. 

References Summarized 

Health Technology Assessments  

No literature identified. 

Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyses  

No literature identified.  

Randomized Controlled Trials  

No literature identified.  

Non-Randomized Studies 

No literature identified.  

Guidelines and Recommendations  

No literature identified.  
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Appendix — Further Information 

Systematic Reviews – Alternative Intervention 

1. Bakitas MA, Elk R, Astin M, et al. Systematic review of palliative care in the rural setting. 

Cancer Control. 2015 Oct;22(4):450-464. 

PubMed: PM26678972 

Non-Randomized Studies – Alternative Intervention 

2. Tieman JJ, Swetenham K, Morgan DD, To TH, Currow DC. Using telehealth to support 

end of life care in the community: a feasibility study. BMC Palliat Care. 2016 Nov 

17;15(1):94. 

PubMed: PM27855681 

3. Ceronsky L, Shearer J, Weng K, Hopkins M, McKinley D. Minnesota Rural Palliative 

Care Initiative: building palliative care capacity in rural Minnesota. J Palliat Med. 2013 

Mar;16(3):310-313. 

PubMed: PM23350830 

4. Spice R, Read Paul L, Biondo PD. Development of a rural palliative care program in the 

Calgary Zone of Alberta Health Services. J Pain Symptom Manage. 2012 

May;43(5):911-924. 

PubMed: PM22560359 

Qualitative Studies – Alternative Intervention 

5. Landers A, Dawson D, Doolan-Noble F. Evaluating a model of delivering specialist 

palliative care services in rural New Zealand. J Prim Health Care. 2018 Jun;10(2):125-

131. 

PubMed: PM30068467 

6. Giesbrecht M, Crooks VA, Castleden H, Schuurman N, Skinner M, Williams A. Palliating 

inside the lines: the effects of borders and boundaries on palliative care in rural Canada. 

Soc Sci Med. 2016 Nov;168:273-282. 

PubMed: PM27185391 

Mixed Methods Studies – Alternative Intervention 

7. Bonsignore L, Bloom N, Steinhauser K, et al. Evaluating the feasibility and acceptability 

of a telehealth program in a rural palliative care population: TapCloud for palliative care. 

J Pain Symptom Manage. 2018 Jul;56(1):7-14. 

PubMed: PM29551433 

 

8. Nadin S, Crow M, Prince H, Kelley ML. Wiisokotaatiwin: development and evaluation of 

a community-based palliative care program in Naotkamegwanning First Nation. Rural 

Remote Health. 2018 Apr;18(2):4317. 

PubMed: PM29724108 

9. Herce ME, Elmore SN, Kalanga N, et al. Assessing and responding to palliative care 

needs in rural sub-Saharan Africa: results from a model intervention and situation 

analysis in Malawi. PLoS One. 2014;9(10):e110457. 

PubMed: PM25313997 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26678972
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27855681
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23350830
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22560359
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30068467
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27185391
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29551433
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29724108
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25313997


 

 
SUMMARY OF ABSTRACTS Australian Model of Rural Palliative Care 6 

Review Articles 

10. Mackey S, Bornstein S. Chronic disease and palliative care (Rapid Evidence Reports). 

St. John’s (NL): Newfoundland and Labrador Centre for Applied Health Research; 2018. 

https://www.nlcahr.mun.ca/CHRSP/RER_CDPC_2018.pdf.  Accessed 2018 Sep 4. 

See: Rural-Specific Models and Interventions, page 14 

Additional References 

11. Kelley ML. The evolution of the Kelley community capacity development model for 

palliative care. Ann of Palliat Med. 2018 Jan;7(Suppl 1):Ab014. 

PubMed: PM29402108 

 

12. Recommendations for adoption: palliative care. Toronto (ON): Health Quality Ontario; 

2018. http://www.hqontario.ca/Portals/0/documents/evidence/quality-standards/qs-

palliative-care-recommendations-for-adoption-en.pdf. Accessed 2018 Sep 4. 

13. Northern Health palliative care strategy, 2015-2020.  Prince George (BC): Northern 

Health; 2015 Apr. https://www.northernhealth.ca/sites/northern_health/files/health-

professionals/palliative-care/documents/northern-health-palliative-care-strategy.pdf. 

Accessed 2018 Sep 4. 

14. National Palliative Care Strategy 2010. [Canberra (AU)]: Australia Dept. of Health; 2010. 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/EF57056BDB047E2FCA

257BF000206168/$File/NationalPalliativeCareStrategy.pdf.  Accessed 2018 Sep 4. 

15. Rural palliative care model in Western Australia. Perth(AU):  Dept. of Health, Western 

Australia ; 2008 Oct. 

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Health%2

0Networks/WA%20Cancer%20and%20Palliative%20Care/Palliative%20care/Rural-

Palliative-Care-Model-in-Western-Australia.pdf.  Accessed 2018 Sep 4. 

https://www.nlcahr.mun.ca/CHRSP/RER_CDPC_2018.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29402108
http://www.hqontario.ca/Portals/0/documents/evidence/quality-standards/qs-palliative-care-recommendations-for-adoption-en.pdf
http://www.hqontario.ca/Portals/0/documents/evidence/quality-standards/qs-palliative-care-recommendations-for-adoption-en.pdf
https://www.northernhealth.ca/sites/northern_health/files/health-professionals/palliative-care/documents/northern-health-palliative-care-strategy.pdf
https://www.northernhealth.ca/sites/northern_health/files/health-professionals/palliative-care/documents/northern-health-palliative-care-strategy.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/EF57056BDB047E2FCA257BF000206168/$File/NationalPalliativeCareStrategy.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/EF57056BDB047E2FCA257BF000206168/$File/NationalPalliativeCareStrategy.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Health%20Networks/WA%20Cancer%20and%20Palliative%20Care/Palliative%20care/Rural-Palliative-Care-Model-in-Western-Australia.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Health%20Networks/WA%20Cancer%20and%20Palliative%20Care/Palliative%20care/Rural-Palliative-Care-Model-in-Western-Australia.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Health%20Networks/WA%20Cancer%20and%20Palliative%20Care/Palliative%20care/Rural-Palliative-Care-Model-in-Western-Australia.pdf

