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Research Questions

1. What is the clinical effectiveness of sodium chloride impregnated gauze or dressings for
the management of fungating malignant wounds?

2. What is the cost effectiveness of sodium chloride impregnated gauze or dressings for
the management of fungating malignant wounds?

3. What are the evidence-based guidelines regarding sodium chloride impregnated gauze
or dressings for the management of fungating malignant wounds?

Key Findings

No relevant clinical evidence or evidence-based guidelines were identified sodium chloride
impregnated gauze or dressings for the management of fungating malignant wounds

Methods

This report is an update of a literature search strategy developed for a previous CADTH
report. For the current report, a limited literature search was conducted on key resources
including PubMed, the Cochrane Library, University of York Centre for Reviews and
Dissemination (CRD) databases, Canadian and major international health technology
agencies, as well as a focused internet search. No filters were used to limit retrieval. The
date parameters used were Jan 1 2015 to March 13 2020.

Selection Criteria

One reviewer screened citations and selected studies based on the inclusion criteria
presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Selection Criteria

Population

Intervention

Comparator

Outcomes

Patients with malignant, fungating wounds (i.e., not “chronic” wounds, which have a treatment goal of
healing)

Management of the wound with sodium chloride impregnated gauze or dressings (e.g., Mesalt
dressings)

Q1-2: Management of the wound with standard care for malignant, fungating wounds (e.g.,
management of wound draining, smell etc.)
Q3: Not applicable

Q1: Clinical effectiveness (e.g., hospital stay, quality of life, functioning [e.g., ability to work], adverse
events [e.g., mortality, contact rashes, skin issues])
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Q2: Cost-effectiveness (e.g., quality adjusted life years, incremental cost-effectiveness ratios)
Q3: Recommendations regarding the use of sodium chloride impregnated gauze or dressings

Study Designs Health technology assessments, systematic reviews, randomized controlled trials, non-randomized
studies, economic evaluations, evidence-based guidelines

Results

Rapid Response reports are organized so that the higher quality evidence is presented first.
Therefore, health technology assessment reports, systematic reviews, are presented first
and are followed by randomized controlled trials, non-randomized studies, economic
evaluations, and evidence-based guidelines.

No relevant health technology assessments, systematic reviews, randomized controlled
trials, non-randomized studies, economic evaluations, or evidence-based guidelines were
identified regarding sodium chloride impregnated gauze or dressings for the management
of fungating malignant wounds

References of potential interest are provided in the appendix.

Overall Summary of Findings

No relevant literature was found regarding sodium chloride impregnated gauze or dressings
for the management of fungating malignant wounds, therefore no summary can be
provided.

References Summarized

Health Technology Assessments

No literature identified.

Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyses

No literature identified.

Randomized Controlled Trials

No literature identified.

Non-Randomized Studies

No literature identified.

Economic Evaluations

No literature identified.

Guidelines and Recommendations

No literature identified.
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Appendix — Further Information

Systematic Reviews — Unclear Intervention

1. Tsichlakidou A, Govina O, Vasilopoulos G, Kavga A, Vastardi M, Kalemikerakis .
Intervention for symptom management in patients with malignant fungating wounds - a
systematic review. J BUON. 2019 May-Jun;24(3):1301-1308.

PubMed: PM31424694

Non-Randomized Studies — Alternative Population

2. Liu Z, Xiong Z, Wu J, Wang F. Clinical curative effect of Mesalt combined with Mepilex
dressing in postoperative infection of inguinal hernia. Med Sci Monit. 2015 Apr
09;21:1038-1042.

PubMed: PM25854191
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