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Key Message
We found 3 evidence-based guidelines regarding pharmaceutical treatment for attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder.

Research Question
What are the evidence-based guidelines regarding pharmaceutical treatment for attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder?

Methods

Literature Search Methods
A limited literature search was conducted by an information specialist on key resources 
including MEDLINE, the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, the international HTA 
database, and the websites of Canadian and major international health technology agencies, 
as well as a focused internet search. The search strategy comprised both controlled 
vocabulary, such as the National Library of Medicine’s MeSH (Medical Subject Headings), and 
keywords. The main search concept was Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. CADTH-
developed search filters were applied to limit retrieval to guidelines. Where possible, retrieval 
was limited to the human population. The search was also limited to English-language 
documents published between January 1, 2017, and August 12, 2022. Internet links were 
provided, where available.

Selection Criteria
One reviewer screened literature search results (titles and abstracts) and selected 
publications according to the inclusion criteria presented in Table 1. Full texts of study 
publications were not reviewed. Open access full-text versions of evidence-based guidelines 
were reviewed when available.

Results
Three evidence-based guidelines regarding pharmaceutical treatment for attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) were identified.1-3

Additional references of potential interest that did not meet the inclusion criteria are provided 
in Appendix 1.



CADTH Reference List Guidelines for Pharmaceutical Treatment of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 4

References
Guidelines and Recommendations
  1. National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: Diagnosis and Management. (NICE guideline NG87) 2019; https:// www .nice 

.org .uk/ guidance/ ng87. Accessed 2022 Aug 19. See: 1.7 Medication (page 23 to 31)

  2. Wolraich ML, Hagan JF, Jr., Allan C, et al. Clinical Practice Guideline for the Diagnosis, Evaluation, and Treatment of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder in Children 
and Adolescents. Pediatrics. 2019;144(4):10. PubMed

  3. Feldman ME, Charach A, Belanger SA. ADHD in children and youth: Part 2-Treatment. Paediatr Child Health. 2018;23(7):462-472. PubMed

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng87
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng87
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31570648
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30681665


CADTH Reference List Guidelines for Pharmaceutical Treatment of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 5
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Note that this appendix has not been copy-edited.
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