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RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 
1. What is the comparative validity of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire versus the 

Nipissing Developmental Screen for the assessment of child development? 
 
2. What are the guidelines regarding the use of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire or the 

Nipissing Developmental Screen for the assessment of child development? 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 
No relevant literature was found regarding comparative validity of the Ages and Stages 
Questionnaire versus the Nipissing Developmental Screen for the assessment of child 
development. No evidence-based guidelines were identified regarding the use of the Ages and 
Stages Questionnaire or the Nipissing Developmental Screen for the assessment of child 
development. 
 
METHODS 
 
A limited literature search was conducted on key resources including OVID Medline, PubMed, 
PsycINFO, CINAHL, The Cochrane Library, University of York Centre for Reviews and 
Dissemination (CRD) databases, Canadian and major international health technology agencies, 
as well as a focused Internet search. No methodological filters were applied.  Where possible, 
retrieval was limited to the human population. The search was also limited to English language 
documents published between January 1, 1995 and April 21, 2015. Internet links were provided, 
where available. 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
One reviewer screened citations and selected studies based on the inclusion criteria presented 
in Table 1. 
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Table 1: Selection Criteria 
Population Children 

Intervention Ages and Stages Questionnaire 

Comparator Nipissing Developmental Screen 

Outcomes Q1: Comparative validity; 
Q2: Guidelines and recommendations 

Study Designs Health technology assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, 
randomized controlled trials, non-randomized studies, evidence-based 
guidelines 

 
RESULTS   
 
Rapid Response reports are organized so that the higher quality evidence is presented first. 
Therefore, health technology assessment reports, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses are 
presented first. These are followed by randomized controlled trials, non-randomized studies, 
and evidence-based guidelines. 
 
No relevant health technology assessments, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, randomized 
controlled trials, or non-randomized studies were identified regarding the comparative validity of 
the Nipissing Developmental Screen versus the Ages and Stages Questionnaire for the 
assessment of child development. Additionally, no evidence-based guidelines were identified 
regarding the use of the Nipissing Developmental Screen or the Ages and Stages Questionnaire 
for the assessment of child development. 
 
References of potential interest are provided in the appendix. 
 
OVERALL SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
No relevant literature was found regarding comparative validity of the Ages and Stages 
Questionnaire versus the Nipissing Developmental Screen for the assessment of child 
development, therefore no summary can be provided. No evidence-based guidelines were 
identified regarding the use of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire or the Nipissing 
Developmental Screen for the assessment of child development. 
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REFERENCES SUMMARIZED 
 
Health Technology Assessments  
No literature identified. 
 
Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyses  
No literature identified. 
 
Randomized Controlled Trials  
No literature identified. 
 
Non-Randomized Studies  
No literature identified. 
 
Guidelines and Recommendations  
No literature identified. 
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APPENDIX – FURTHER INFORMATION: 
 
Validity Studies – Working Papers 
 
1. Dahinten SV, Ford L. Validation of the Nipissing District Developmental Screen for use 

with infants and toddlers - working paper [Internet]. Toronto: Centre for Effective Practice; 
2004 Nov 15. [cited 2015 May 1]. Available from: 
http://www.effectivepractice.org/site/ywd_effectivepractice/assets/pdf/2c_British_Columbia
_Validation_Study.pdf 
See: last paragraph, page 4 

 
2. Summary of validity testing on the Nipissing Developmental Screen [Internet]. North Bay 

(ON): Nipissing District Developmental Screen (NDDS); 2002 Jul. [cited 2015 May 1]. 
Available from: http://www.ndds.ca/images/stories/pdfs/NDDS_ReliabilityValidity_2002.pdf    
See: 3. Comparison of the 12-month Nipissing and the 12-month Ages and Stages, page 
3 

 
Clinical Practice Guidelines – Uncertain Methodology  

 
3. Toddler's first steps: a best chance guide to parenting your 6- to 36-month-old child 

[Internet]. Third revision, second edition. Victoria (BC): Province of British Columbia, 
Ministry of Health; 2012. [cited 2015 May 1]. Available from: 
http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/library/publications/year/2013/tfs.pdf 
See: Keeping Track of Your Toddler’s Development, page 12 

 
4. Design options for home visiting evaluation: measurement tool brief [Internet]. New York: 

Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation (MDRC); 2012 Jun. [cited 2015 May 1]. 
Available from: http://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/img/DOHVE%20ASQ-
3%20and%20ASQ-SE%20Issue%20Brief_Cleared.pdf   
See: Guidelines for Using the ASQ-3 and ASQ:SE …, pages 11 to 13 
 

5. Williams R, Clinton J, Canadian Paediatric Society, Early Years Task Force. Getting it 
right at 18 months: in support of an enhanced well-baby visit. Paediatr Child Health 
[Internet]. 2011 Dec [cited 2015 May 1];16(10):647-54. Available from: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3303471  
PubMed ID: 23204907  
 

6. Improving the odds: healthy child development [Internet]. 6th ed. Toronto: Ontario College 
of Family Physicians; 2010. [cited 2015 May 1]. Available from: 
http://ocfp.on.ca/docs/research-projects/improving-the-odds-healthy-child-development-
manual-2010-6th-edition.pdf  
See: Monitoring Growth and Development, page 31 
 

7. Getting it right at 18 months... making it right for a lifetime [Internet]. Toronto: Ontario 
Ministry of Children and Youth Services; 2005 Sep 30. [cited 2015 May 4]. Available from: 
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/documents/topics/earlychildhood/getting_it_r
ight_18_months.pdf  
See: 1.1, page iii, pages 14 to 15  
         2.2, page iii, page 17 
        Third bullet, page 8 

http://www.effectivepractice.org/site/ywd_effectivepractice/assets/pdf/2c_British_Columbia_Validation_Study.pdf
http://www.effectivepractice.org/site/ywd_effectivepractice/assets/pdf/2c_British_Columbia_Validation_Study.pdf
http://www.ndds.ca/images/stories/pdfs/NDDS_ReliabilityValidity_2002.pdf
http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/library/publications/year/2013/tfs.pdf
http://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/img/DOHVE%20ASQ-3%20and%20ASQ-SE%20Issue%20Brief_Cleared.pdf
http://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/img/DOHVE%20ASQ-3%20and%20ASQ-SE%20Issue%20Brief_Cleared.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3303471
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23204907
http://ocfp.on.ca/docs/research-projects/improving-the-odds-healthy-child-development-manual-2010-6th-edition.pdf
http://ocfp.on.ca/docs/research-projects/improving-the-odds-healthy-child-development-manual-2010-6th-edition.pdf
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/documents/topics/earlychildhood/getting_it_right_18_months.pdf
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/documents/topics/earlychildhood/getting_it_right_18_months.pdf
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        An enhanced 18 month well baby visit in action, page 9 
 
Reviews 
 
8. Dunfield L, Mitra D, Tonelli M, Fitzpatrick-Lewis D, Rice M. Protocol: screening and 

treatment for developmental delay in early childhood [Internet]. v 2.0. Calgary: Canadian 
Task Force on Preventive Health Care (CTFPHC); 2014 Feb 7. [cited 2015 May 4]. 
Available from: http://canadiantaskforce.ca/files/guidelines/2015-developmental-delay-
protocol-en.pdf  
See: Canadian Organizations, page 3 
 

9. Bedford H, Walton S, Ahn J. Measures of child development: a review [Internet]. London: 
UCL Institute of Child Health; 2013 Jun. [cited 2015 May 4]. Available from: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/cpru/documents/review_of_measures_of_child_development  
See: Findings, pages 4 to 5, 

         Standardisation and psychometrics, page 27 
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