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THN = take-home naloxone

http://www.nsnaloxone.com
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/preventing-opioid-related-overdoses
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/preventing-opioid-related-overdoses
https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-naloxone-kits-free
http://www.streetconnections.ca/content.php?navigation_id=2294
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/health/accessing-health-care-services/mental-health-and-addictions-support-services/alcohol-and-drug-support/opioids
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/info/Page16025.aspx
https://www.towardtheheart.com/naloxone
http://www.health.gov.nl.ca/health/naloxonekits/
http://www.health.gov.nl.ca/health/naloxonekits/
http://www.hss.gov.yk.ca/ads_resourceinfo.php
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ABOUT CADTH
CADTH is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for providing Canada’s 
health care decision-makers with objective evidence to help make informed decisions 
about the optimal use of drugs and medical devices in our health care system.
CADTH receives funding from Canada’s federal, provincial, and territorial governments, with the exception of Quebec.
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What is Naloxone?
•	 A drug approved for use in Canada for over 40 

years, now available without a prescription
•	 An essential medicine as listed by the World 

Health Organization
•	 Temporarily reverses the effect of opioids 
•	 Can be administered in community or hospital 

settings (i.e., anywhere)
•	 Can be given by injection or by nasal spray
•	 Acts quickly and lasts only a short time (more than 

one dose may be needed)
•	 Can save the life of a person who has overdosed 

on opioids

Who is at Risk of an Opioid Overdose? 
•	 Patients prescribed opioid medications
•	 First-time recreational opioid users
•	 Occasional recreational opioid users
•	 People with opioid use disorder (opioid addiction)
•	 People taking opioids together with other 

central nervous system depressants such as 
benzodiazepines or alcohol

What You Can Find in a 
Take-Home Naloxone Kit

Ampoules or vials of 
naloxone and ampoule 
or vial breakers

Alcohol swabs Protective gloves Breathing mask Nasal spray
Reprinted with 
permission from 
Adapt Pharma

Protective case

Instruction sheet

Syringes

Note: Actual contents will differ depending on jurisdiction.

Disclaimer
The information provided in this infographic is based on 
the CADTH Environmental Scan report on Funding and 
Management of Take Home Naloxone Programs in Canada, 
January 2018. The information was updated using a focused 
survey in October 2018. Given that the features of publicly 
funded THN programs are changing rapidly, readers are advised 
to refer to more recent reports or the jurisdiction-specific THN 
program websites for more up-to-date information.


